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KUBBEE 

RESOURCES FOR USING THE LANGUAGE APP ACROSS 3 LEARNING CONTEXTS 

RESOURCE 1: CONNECTING WITH CHILDREN 

PARENTS AND CHILDREN WORKING TOGETHER IN SCHOOL AND AT HOME 

 

THE ISSUES 

Children from mobile communities are known to achieve some of the lowest levels of 

attainment in literacy.  The low attainment can be attributed to a range of factors such as 

financial deprivation, low levels of parental literacy, interrupted education, or lack of access 

to the curriculum and suitable resources.  Where parents do take a positive interest in their 

children’s educational achievement, they can often feel unable to provide academic support 

due to unfamiliarity with formal education, or low literacy levels.  For example, many are 

coming from a setting that has very little to no written language (traditionally an oral culture 

and predominantly hands-on family-based learning), to a setting that revolves around the 

need to be literate.  

These issues affect the school readiness of children and young people from mobile 

communities and can lead to the widening gap in learning and attainment. 

 

HOW TO USE IN PRACTICE  

Shared family literacy activity has been shown to mitigate some of these issues and can 

impact positively on literacy levels for both parents and children1234. Family literacy activities 

can have far-reaching effects, including increased engagement with schools and other 

services such as health and housing. Evidence also suggests that children and young people 

from mobile communities who have parental support, are more likely to remain in school and 

make progress and achieve higher levels of attainment5.  

                                                      
1 Boyce, L.K., Innocenti, M.S., Roggman, L.A., Norman, V.K. and Ortiz, E. (2010) Telling stories and making books: 
Evidence for an intervention to help parents in migrant Head Start families support their children's language and 
literacy, Early Education and Development, 21, (3), pp. 343-371.  
2 Carpentieri, J., Fairfax-Cholmeley, K., Litster, J., and Vorhaus, J. (2011) Family literacy in research: Using 
parental support initiatives to enhance literacy development. London: NRDC.  
3 Hirst, K., Hannon, P. and Nutbrown, C. (2010) Effects of a preschool bilingual family literacy programme, 
Journal of Early Childhood Literacy, 10 (2) pp. 183-208.  
4 Rose, A. (2013) Building on existing informal learning in Traveller communities through family literacy 
programmes: an Irish case study, International Journal of Inclusive Education, 17 (2), pp. 174-191, DOI: 
10.1080/13603116.2011.629688  
5 Wilkin, A., Derrington, C., Martin, K., Foster, B., Kinder, K. and Rutt, S. (2010) Improving the Outcomes for 
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Pupils: Final Report. London: Department for Education. 
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In light of the evidence for high mobile phone ownership among mobile families, there is great 

potential for these devices to be integrated into technology-mediated learning opportunities 

across informal and formal learning contexts6.  Parents are keen to learn strategies to allow 

them to support their children’s learning at home and embraced digital media as useful for 

intergenerational learning7. 

The app can offer an introductory method for learning basic written vocabulary for those 

who have little to no literacy.  It can serve as a tool for learning or revising words and phrases 

prior to school attendance and during periods of mobility through shared learning activities.   

 

 

 

USING THE APP IN SHARED FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

‘LESSONS’  

Using a multiple-choice format with image and text, the ‘lessons’ section aims to build 

vocabulary across three different themes: school, health and family.  The app also allows the 

user to create new themes or ‘categories’ within the Create a card section using the create a 

card creator feature.   

The section offers a game-based activity where, together, children and parents select the 

correct English word as represented in the image prompt.  Vocabulary is built as they test 

and consolidate their knowledge.   

 

 

 

‘CREATE A CARD’  

The app’s innovation lies in its customisable features in ‘Create a card’ function.  Using 

flashcard templates, together parents and children can design their own learning units in 

words and images.   

To create a new flashcard, learners upload an image either from existing images on their 

phone or by taking a new image using their camera app. Then they input the associated word 

with the correct translation8.  The app prompts the user to add their new flashcard to an 

                                                      
6 STEP 2016 Children and Technology Project: http://www.step.education.ed.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2015/08/YPTech-Report-.pdf 
7 http://www.step.education.ed.ac.uk/family-literacy-research/ 
8 This can be done with fluent speakers such as a teacher, community translator, or another 
family member  many  

http://www.step.education.ed.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/YPTech-Report-.pdf
http://www.step.education.ed.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/YPTech-Report-.pdf
http://www.step.education.ed.ac.uk/family-literacy-research/
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existing ‘category’ or theme (i.e. School, family or health), or create a new category in which 

to build a bank of new words. 

The customised bank of flashcards can be used by individuals or as shared learning activities 

as active flashcards where users view the flashcard image and guess the correct associated 

word.  The flashcard then flips to show the correct word. 

 

Each family’s language bank will continually grow in richness and complexity as they create 

new flashcards with new English words and phrases. Each user can create their own 

personalised learning pathways that are relevant to their own lives, social situations, and 

literacy needs.  For one family, this may be creating a range flashcards relating to ‘starting 

nursery’ as a new category.  For another family, or individual, it may be adding to the existing 

categories with more complex and extended vocabulary. 

 

To extend each individual’s learning, parents can create flashcards which children can then 

test their vocabulary, and children can create unique flashcards for parents to then use.  

 

Parents supporting children’s formal education can create flashcards inspired by their current 

curricular themes in class, a reading or picture book they may be enjoying from the school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


