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What is a base school?
This is the school your child mainly attends for most of the year. The 
base school has the responsibility for keeping your child’s name on 
the school roll (register). If you travel you can ask the base school to 
contact other schools for you and provide work or support for your 
child when you are travelling. Your child’s records will be kept in the 
base school unless they are asked for by another school.
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Does my child have to go to school?
As a parent, you have a legal responsibility to make sure your child 
gets an efficient and suitable education until they reach the school 
leaving age of 16. You can do this by ensuring that your child is 
enroled in a school. School staff will want to help you with any 
barriers you may face sending your child to school.

It is also important that children and young people are able to benefit 
from their right to education, are able to see their friends and have 
social contact and benefit from the learning, care and support that 
schools provide. The ongoing need to reconnect to patterns and 
routines in children’s lives will be important and reassuring to them.
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What do ‘authorised’ and ‘unauthorised’  
absence mean?
Authorised means that the school has been told and accepted the 
reason for your child being away from school. Unauthorised means 
that the school has not been told or the reason is not valid. You 
should always contact the school to let them know if your child will 
be absent. They worry when they haven’t had contact in a while.
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Do I have to tell the school we are  
Gypsy/Travellers?
No, not if you feel worried about this. But it is useful for the school 
to know because your culture can be supported and reasons for 
absence are easier to explain.
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Is my child entitled to keep a place at the base 
school even when we are travelling?
Yes. As long as you have told the base school that you intend to 
return, your child’s name should remain on the school roll. It helps if 
you let the school know when you expect to be back allowing staff 
to prepare for your child’s absence and return. The school will use a 
special code ‘Extended Leave with Parental Consent’ to ensure that 
the absence does not affect the school’s attendance record. 

Your child can also be registered with two schools at the same time. 
If you temporarily enrol in other schools as you travel, these schools 
will provide information about your child’s progress to the ‘base 
school’ to keep your child’s records complete and make sure they 
build on what they have previously learned.
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Will schools ever report me for taking my  
child travelling?
The school will respect and understand the Gypsy/Traveller culture 
and the tradition of travelling for work or family events. However, 
they have a duty to deliver education and keep in touch with you 
while you are travelling so you should agree the best ways and 
times to keep in touch. It is your responsibility to respond to the calls, 
failure to do this may result in the school making contact with other 
agencies who can help when they are worried because they haven’t 
heard from you.
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Can my child get education that fits with  
travelling lifestyle?
The school curriculum is flexible and offers each child a personalised 
learning journey to meet their needs throughout primary and on 
to the senior phase of secondary school. At this stage schools can 
offer a more flexible programme of education, skills development 
and vocational experiences to meet both personal and cultural 
needs. Importantly, young people will have a broad range of choices. 
Schools will want to support young people to develop a range of 
skills that will prepare them for life and the world of work. They may 
offer courses in partnership with other agencies such as careers 
services, colleges and local businesses to ensure young people are 
fully engaged.
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Can I home educate my child?
You can but home schooling is not an easy option. You will be 
completely responsible for your child’s education. If your child has 
been registered at a school you will need to ask for the education 
authority’s permission. The law also states that authorities must be 
satisfied that you are providing an efficient education suitable for the 
age and stage of your child and you may be asked for evidence of 
learning and progress. 

If you choose to keep your child on the school roll, you have greater 
access to more support. Schools have a much more flexible 
approach to education and attendance nowadays and can offer  
a wider range of skills, experiences and opportunities through 
flexible timetables. 
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What is a suitable education?
The following quote has been used in some of the legal and policy 
documents to describe a suitable education. 

Education is suitable if it primarily equips a child for 
life within the community of which (s)he is a member, 
rather than the way of life in the wider country as a 
whole, as long as it does not foreclose the child’s 
options in later years to adopt some other form of life 
if he wishes to do so. 

Mr Justice Woolf, 1985
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