Teachers' notes

Digital Rapid Assessment Guide (D-RAG)
for nomadic learners

ASSESSMENT FOCUS: READING

This resource focusses on Reading across Curriculum
for Excellence (CfE) Early, First and Second levels.
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Teachers’ Notes D-Rag - Reading

KEY POINTS
D Gypsy/Traveller learners may only be in school for a short time.

D Gypsy/Traveller learners should be ‘fast tracked’ so that they can
progress quickly and experience success in the different subject
areas.

D Gypsy/Traveller learners should be included in peer group learning
and teaching wherever possible.

D Use culturally appropriate resources, for example stories and
pictures from the Gypsy/Traveller community.

D Use initial discussions about travelling, home culture and types of
learning within the family to gauge the child’s interest, learning style
and range of abilities.

Who is this resource for?

D The Digital Rapid Assessment Guide (D-RAG) is designed
to support teachers working with Gypsy/Traveller learners.

What does it do?

D The resource gives a pathway through assessment of children’s
abilities using accessible activities and cultural resources. It is
particularly useful when children arrive or return after periods
of travelling.

How should it be used?

D There are three separate D-RAG resources. They highlight
outcomes and benchmarks in numeracy, reading and writing
as initial assessment priorities. However, where possible, the
assessments should be introduced as part of an integrated learning
context that recognises a child's strengths and cultural interests.

D-RAG: Reading

This resource focusses on Reading across Curriculum
for Excellence (CfE) Early, First and Second levels.

D In the following pages you can align Key Outcomes and
Benchmarks with pupil learning activities offering a quick
way to assess the pupils’ levels.

D Included are CfE links, oral instructions and/or strategies
to support the activity.

D Itis notintended that learners should work through the entire
guide. Teachers should select the appropriate pages for assessing
specific learners.

Assessment opportunities

The Primary One Literacy Assessment and Action Resource (POLAAR)
is designed to support improvement by helping teachers identify and
assess children who are most at risk of developing later difficulties with
reading and writing.

It is based on a staged intervention model of ‘observe-action-observe'
which helps identify the most effective intervention to take at classroom
and child levels.

Find out more here:

Pr|mary One Literacy Assessment and Action Resource (POLAAR) |



https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/primary-one-literacy-assessment-and-action-resource-polaar
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/primary-one-literacy-assessment-and-action-resource-polaar
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.gov.scot%2Fmedia%2Fbs3i30mn%2Fpolaarchildobservationalassessmentnew2.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.gov.scot%2Fmedia%2Fxodk51es%2Fchildobservationalassessmentwithactionsrevised.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

Assessment Focus: READING

Assessment activities - Reading

EARLY LEVEL READING ASSESSMENT

Preparation, materials and activities Key outcomes and benchmarks
T What you need | explore sounds, letters and words, discovering
af £ [ A\ e . . . B how they work together, and | can use what |
CBE OB E)n\?ir;)nnar{)\ental print samples - food wrappers, adverts, etc learn to help me as | read and write. ENG 0-12a /
o B B ED © P LIT 0-13a / LIT 0-21a
« Initial sounds flash cards (optional)
What you do
- Ask the learners to find them when they are with their
parents/carers

« Print off the logo page and play bingo
+ Ask learners to find their own and create a display

- Go on a print walk to find environmental print e.g. wrappers,
adverts, signs

+ Match the letters on logos to initial sound flash cards

« Print off two copies of the logos and play games of pairs,
picture and letter matching, etc

Differentiation/additional resources

+ Building concepts of print - Education Scotland

+ Environmental Print | Reading Rockets



https://education.gov.scot/resources/learning-to-read-early-years-plr/building-a-literacy-rich-environment/building-concepts-of-print/
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/activities/articles/environmental-print
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Preparation, materials and activities

Key outcomes and benchmarks
Early Level

[T —

What you need

ﬂ E + Nursery rhyme videos

- oo e « I spy rhyming words

+ Rime/picture matching flash cards

+ Nursery rhyme word sheet (optional)

What you do

+ Sing nursery rhymes, clap rhythms/syllables in words and songs
- Clap rhythms and syllables in words

+ Play games like | spy with rhyming sounds

- Use picture flash cards to play games, e.g. pairs, picture lotto,
rime matching

Differentiation/additional resources

* What are rhyming words? — BBC Bitesize

- Building a literacy rich environment — Education Scotland

Enjoyment and Choice

| enjoy exploring and playing with the patterns
and sounds of language and can use what
| learn. LIT 0-01a / LIT 0-11a / LIT 0-20a

" Hears and says the different single sounds
made by letters.

" Hears and says rhyming words.

" Engages with and enjoys listening to different
texts including rhymes.

| explore sounds, letters and words, discovering
how they work together, and | can use what

| learn to help me as | read and write.

ENG 0-012a / LIT 0-13a / LIT 0-21a



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17JtYoMTi4N7Uk-vs9imXfAnzl6ZKVcYO/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116451348993153910633&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hVAOiySrIHUC4aPCX7jca95uJLZ7oAKg/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116451348993153910633&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjhhvcw/articles/zqjgrdm
https://education.gov.scot/resources/learning-to-read-early-years-plr/building-a-literacy-rich-environment/

Preparation, materials and activities

Assessment Focus: READING

Key outcomes and benchmarks
Early Level

What you need

* Sound flash card§

* Common word ﬂashcards

" Record sheet

" Link cubes or sound fans (commercial resource — optional)
What you do

" Play games - lotto, building cvc words, say/circle ‘b’ words etc

" Use flashcards or physical resources e.g. link cubes or fans
for sound recognition

" Use the record sheet to mark and date sounds recognised
Differentiation/additional resources

" Highland Literacy phonic list and record chart

" Tools for assessing phonics

Tools for reading

| explore sounds, letters and words, discovering
how they work together, and | can use what |
learn to help me as | read and write. ENG 0-12a /
LIT 0-13a / LIT 0-21a

" Uses knowledge of sounds, letters to read words.
" Uses context clues to support understanding.

" Uses knowledge of sounds, letters and patterns
to read words.

" Uses knowledge of sight vocabulary/tricky
words to read familiar words in context.

* Reads aloud familiar texts with attention
to simple punctuation.

" Uses context clues to support understanding
of different texts.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1moDfnNoFJ4Z3SkcMWDD0Ba6XNf_wO8PM/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12oBirW50EK7moXr9Iu4LqhGjMY9qlMiN/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UqPHCRL2-36EZ9ASXMpe0xKYQ0HWfAr1SWxjS-skApU/edit?usp=drive_link
https://highlandliteracy.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/phoneme-grapheme-assessment-pdf.pdf
https://padlet.com/jennywilson2/phonics-sqjoss8sirmsxhhv
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Preparation, materials and activities

Key outcomes and benchmarks
Early Level

fizeie

What you need

+ Onset and rime matching game

* Onset and rime flip strips

* Word and picture cards

- Blending flashcards

- iPad (optional)

- Link cubes with sounds (commercial resource - optional)

What you do

+ Match words with picture cards

- Use blending flashcards with multisensory activity (see link below)

+ With link cubes or Duplo with sounds written on them, push cubes
together at the same time as saying the blend

- Use the blending wheels/flip strips to support blending
Differentiation/additional resources

* Phonics Hero - blending

- Topmarks - Balloon Phonics game

* Online phonic bingo

Tools for reading

| explore sounds, letters and words, discovering
how they work together, and | can use what |
learn to help me as | read and write. ENG 0-12a /
LIT 0-13a / LIT 0-21a

" Hears and says blends/sounds made by
a combination of letter.

" Uses knowledge of sounds, letters to read words.

" Hears and says blends/sounds made by
a combination of letters.

" Uses knowledge of sounds, letters and patterns
to read words.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gV3ltH1ww9GmqMm9j2yXeMP_qzw6hfLKpPe2GKYhylo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_FBZWGTHBjyYbAPId-31JyxaR0wWbQB3zoJB9y6q1g8/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hVAOiySrIHUC4aPCX7jca95uJLZ7oAKg/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116451348993153910633&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i-u8FVFUGy4RjevyB0IlfinmIBaEaURK/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ev_xyxTnE_M
https://phonicshero.com/blending/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/phonics/balloon-phonics-cvc-game
https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/bingo/index.html

Assessment Focus: READING

Tools for reading - Common Words

Preparation, materials and activities

Key outcomes and benchmarks
Early Level

What you need

+ Common word flash cards

HEHE

2
3
B

What you do
- Games using flashcards - matching pairs, etc
+ Play common word roll and read

- Some learners may find it difficult to recognise the common
words out of context. If this is the case, use simple sentences
with common words

Differentiation/additional resources

- Lolly stick sight word game. Write common words on lolly sticks
then write Kaboom on one lolly stick. Pupils pull out sticks and say
word, if they pull out Kaboom, they must put all sticks back

+ Sensory writing in sand, salt, rice etc
- Common word hunt in a newspaper, magazine or favourite book

« Further common word resources

Tools for reading

| explore sounds, letters and words, discovering
how they work together, and | can use what |
learn to help me as | read and write. ENG 0-12a /
LIT 0-13a / LIT 0-21a

" Hears and says blends/sounds made by
a combination of letter.

" Uses knowledge of sounds, letters to read words.

" Hears and says blends/sounds made by
a combination of letters.

" Uses context clues to support understanding.

" Uses knowledge of sounds, letters and patterns
to read words.

" Uses knowledge of sight vocabulary/tricky
words to read familiar words in context.

* Reads aloud familiar texts with attention
to simple punctuation.

" Uses context clues to support understanding
of different texts.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/12oBirW50EK7moXr9Iu4LqhGjMY9qlMiN/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HL3YN7h0_1n21Ki2FJIudmt3EDKVXmfvEJ1wxpzEd60/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bES8mWCurucwAAe2khL1fwbtYmRRRXi_/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116451348993153910633&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zXyUSv_TTF8tSJv2rWt11BS0zpwX2bag/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/132wm6T_IwIF3Hn5sQGdsNOkdKh0xAAuc?usp=drive_link
https://www.teachyourmonster.org/sightwords

TEACHERS' NOTES / Digital Rapid Assessment Guide (D-RAG) for nomadic learners

Preparation, materials and activities

Key outcomes and benchmarks
First Level

[ pR——

What you need

- No additional resources needed but additional passage
of around 30-40 words could be used

What you do

- Use miscue analysis for assessing corrections, phonic knowledge
and fluency. Types of errors to note are refusal, self-correction
(Word count - 38).

- Sample questions

\¥ho went to the park?

. What did they do there?

Why do you think they went to the park?

What time of year do you think this was?

. How do you know that?

. What do you play on when you go to the park?

. If you could design the perfect park, what would you include?

O N O 0N W N R

. Further discussion based around comprehension, vocabulary,
phonics and enjoyment

Differentiation/additional resources

+ Oxford Owl phonic e-books (teacher registration required)

+ Austrialian literacy learning resource - phonic and literacy
intervention

Understanding and evaluating

To help me understand stories and other texts,
| ask questions and link what | am learning with
what | already know. LIT 0-07a / LIT 0-16a /
ENG 0-17a

" Asks and answers questions about ideas in a text.

* Re-tells familiar stories.



https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.speldsa.org.au/

Assessment Focus: READING a

FIRST LEVEL READING ASSESSMENT

Preparation, materials and activities Key outcomes and benchmarks
First Level

What you need Tools for reading
+ No additional resources needed but an additional text | can use my knowledge of sight vocabulary,
of around 50-100 words could be used phonics, context clues, punctuation and

grammar to read with understanding and

+ Websites, blogs, leaflets or magazines could also be used .
expression. ENG 1-12a

What you do . G
Reads aloud a familiar piece of text
- Use miscue analysis for assessing corrections, phonic knowledge with expression and understanding.
and fluency. (Word count - 61)

" Uses word recognition strategies.

+ Sample questions (The Gingerbread Man) Finding and using information

1. Have you heard this story before? If so, what does the

Gingerbread Man shout back to the old woman and man? Using what | know about the features of different

types of texts, | can find, select, sort and use
2. What kind of story is this? information for a specific purpose. LIT 1-14a
3. What clues do you get to tell you? " Finds key information using content, page,
4. What happened after the old woman opened the oven? index. headings etc.

5. What lesson do you think that this story is trying to tell the reader?
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Reading fiction / The Gingerbread Man Reading non-fiction / The Summer Fair

Preparation, materials and activities

Key outcomes and benchmarks
First Level

o - Sample questions (The Summer Fair)
VVVVVYVYY

2, 1. Have you ever been to a Summer Fair/market/auction?

o1 ¥ " BIGGAR oz

vy What activities were are there?
. What day is the fair?

. How much does it cost to get into the fair?

. What do you get along with your ticket?

. How does this fair compare to the fair or market you have been to?

OO o0~ W DN

. If you were organising a summer fair, what activities or stalls
would you include?

+ Discussion around comprehension, vocabulary,
phonics and enjoyment

+ Ask the learner questions about layout, design and key features
of the text as well as questioning on content

Differentiation/additional resources

Understanding and evaluating

To show my understanding across different
areas of learning, | can identify and consider
the purpose and main ideas of a text. LIT 1-16a

" ldentifies the main ideas of texts.

" Makes appropriate suggestions about
the purpose of a text.

To show my understanding, | can respond to
different kinds of questions and other close
reading tasks and | am learning to create
some questions of my own. ENG 1-17a

" Answers literal, inferential and evaluative
questions about texts.

" Asks questions to help make sense of a text.



https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fhighlandliteracy.files.wordpress.com%2F2019%2F06%2Ffluency-in-reading-progression.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://padlet.com/jennywilson2/reading-wt5m8mfzwmdrsrx4
https://education.gov.scot/media/y0djygmr/inc38readingcirclesummary.pdf

SECOND LEVEL READING ASSESSMENT

Preparation, materials and activities

Assessment Focus: READING

Key outcomes and benchmarks
First Level

What you need

- No additional resources needed but any short story
or passage with around 150 words could be used

- Stories relevant to the young person
What you do

- Use miscue analysis to assess corrections and fluency
(Word count - 157) Errors should be marked by noting
the words the pupil has difficulty with

+ Sample questions
1. What was the boy's name?
. What did his grandmother do?
. When did they start travelling?
. What do you think he liked talking about with the people he met?
. What do you like to do when you are travelling?

. How is this story similar/different to your travelling experience?

N O o0~ WODN

. This story is written by a Gypsy/Traveller called Richard O'Neill.
What would you write about if you were to write a story?

8. What book have you read that has a similar theme?
What were the similarities and differences?

« Discussion based around comprehension, vocabulary,
phonics and enjoyment

Tools for reading

Through developing my knowledge of context
clues, punctuation, grammar and layout, | can
read unfamiliar texts with increasing fluency,
understanding and expression. ENG 2-12a

" Reads with fluency and understanding.

" Uses knowledge of context clues, punctuation,
grammar and layout to read unfamiliar texts with
understanding.

Finding and using information

Using what | know about the features of

different types of texts, | can find, select and sort
information from a variety of sources and use this
for different purposes. LIT 2-14a

" Skims texts to identify purpose and main ideas.
" Scans texts to find key information.

" Finds, selects and sorts information from a range
of sources.
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Preparation, materials and activities

Key outcomes and benchmarks
First Level

Differentiation/additional resources

- Miss B Primary - excellent list of books relevant to Gypsy/Travellers

« Friends, families and Travellers - relevant book suggestions

- An ABC for Travellers - created by a Traveller Education teacher

- BBC Teach - reading for pleasure

Reading, analysing and evaluating

To show my understanding across different
areas of learning, | can identify and consider
the purpose and main ideas of a text and use
supporting detail. LIT 2-16a

" Identifies the purpose of a text with suitable
explanation.

* |dentifies the main ideas of a text with
appropriate detail.

To show my understanding, | can respond to
literal, inferential and evaluative questions

and other close reading tasks and can create
different kinds of questions of my own. ENG 2-17a

" Responds to a range of questions, including
literal, inferential and evaluative questions,
to demonstrate understanding of texts.



https://twitter.com/MissBprimary/status/1726374568984556007
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/teaching-resources/
https://read.bookcreator.com/Geapq5mqYGYyqTf8XSYo8GGbADG3/uwpkze30T8OLGeS88CkFEg/D2FHZVG1QlqOdWbO0FV7Xg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/skillswise/reading-for-pleasure/zj37cqt

Assessment Focus: READING

Reading non-fiction /7 CBBC website

Preparation, materials and activities

Key outcomes and benchmarks
Second Level

What you need

- In addition to the resource page, live websites or blogs could
be used

What you do

+ Ask the learner questions about layout, design and key features
of the text as well as questioning on content

- Can the young person give examples of different types of
non-fiction text?

- Sample questions
1. What are the main features of a web page?

2. What kind of information would you get on this BBC children's
webpage?

3. Is the BBC a reliable source of information? Give your reasons
and can you give an unreliable source of information

4. What is the difference between fact and opinion?

Tools for reading

Through developing my knowledge of context
clues, punctuation, grammar and layout, | can
read unfamiliar texts with increasing fluency,
understanding and expression. ENG 2-12a

" Reads with fluency and understanding.

" Uses knowledge of context clues, punctuation,
grammar and layout to read unfamiliar texts with
understanding.

Finding and using information

Using what | know about the features of

different types of texts, | can find, select and sort
information from a variety of sources and use this
for different purposes. LIT 2-14a

" Skims texts to identify purpose and main ideas.
" Scans texts to find key information.

" Finds, selects and sorts information from a range
of sources.
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Reading non-fiction /7 CBBC website

Preparation, materials and activities

Key outcomes and benchmarks
Second Level

Differentiation/additional resources

« STEP cultural and accessible resources to support literacy

Reading, analysing and evaluating

To show my understanding across different
areas of learning, | can identify and consider
the purpose and main ideas of a text and use
supporting detail. LIT 2-16a

" Identifies the purpose of a text with suitable
explanation.

* ldentifies the main ideas of a text with
appropriate detail.

To show my understanding, | can respond to
literal, inferential and evaluative questions

and other close reading tasks and can create
different kinds of questions of my own. ENG 2-17a

Responds to a range of questions, including
literal, inferential and evaluative questions, to
demonstrate understanding of texts. Using what
| know about the features of different types of
texts, | can find, select and sort information from
a variety of sources and use this for different
purposes. LIT 2-14a



https://www.step.education.ed.ac.uk/resources/resources-to-support-literacy-development/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fhighlandliteracy.files.wordpress.com%2F2019%2F06%2Ffluency-in-reading-progression.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://padlet.com/jennywilson2/reading-wt5m8mfzwmdrsrx4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://www.travellerstimes.org.uk/magazine
https://www.travellerstimes.org.uk/news/scotland
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/skillswise/fact-or-opinion/z4r7cqt

Key outcomes

Early

First

Second

Comment

Assessment Focus: READING

Tools for reading

ENG 12a/LIT 13a/LIT 21a
Phonics, vocabulary and
punctuation

Finding and using
information
LIT 14a

Understanding, analysing
and evaluating text
LIT o7a/LIT 16a/ENG 17a
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