STEP KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE CENTRE

Supporting equitable access to education for traditionally nomadic communities

STEP Book Publishing Project Launch

This creative publishing project brings together two internationally acclaimed professional artists, an
award-winning author, and a university committed to inclusive literacy, working alongside children from
Pledge schools across Scotland to publish a new picture book that centres on authentic representation
of culture and identity. This online launch introduces the creative team, the story, the publishing journey,
and the first creative task. All schools can follow the journey online.

I THE CREATIVE TEAM

Led by Richard O’Neill (MBE), a sixth generation master storyteller and author from the Romani
tradition, in partnership with children’s book illustrator Michelle Russell, and renowned Scottish
Traveller artist, researcher, and activist Shamus McPhee.

I LAUNCH EVENT DETAILS

Date: Monday 8th June 2026
Time: 9:15-10:15 AM (BST)
Platform: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Join Link: Click here to join the launch meeting

Meeting ID: 395 960 762 818 469 | Passcode: gj3x8on2

Key Contacts: STEP Director: Yvonne.foley@ed.ac.uk | Project Lead: pauline.duncan@ed.ac.uk

Moray House School of Education, University of Edinburgh | STEP is funded by the Scottish Government

Click here to visit the STEP Book Publishing Project Page



https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/395960762818469?p=FeHw8PgudYYdkNJKtT
https://www.step.education.ed.ac.uk/book-publishing-project-2026/
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